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Tumwater
School District

Update from John Bash
This issue of Open Line
will include some exciting
updates regarding several
projects voters approved
in the 2014 Bond. Our
school and facilities staff
have been hard at work to
ensure these projects are
John Bash
well planned and executed
Superintendent
on time within the overall
scope of our capital budget. I’m proud of
the success achieved so far by our planning

teams, architects and contractors, and thank
the Tumwater community for their support
of these important projects. I also want
to thank the Tumwater Citizens for Better
Education (TCBE) and our School Board for
their significant support of the District’s bond
and levy needs for many years. Our partners
at the City of Tumwater and Thurston County
planning departments also merit mention as
their support and guidance has contributed to
our success this year as well. Please join us
at some of the upcoming Continued on page 3…

Your Bond Dollars at Work!
Construction
of the new
Peter G.
Schmidt
Elementary
at 237
Dennis St.
SE, continues
on schedule
for opening
in the fall,
2016.

MTS.k.Music

Listening to music from other cultures, MTS
kindergarteners jump, jig and spin to LaBamba,
then freeze when the music stops.

New for 2016-17! Free
All-Day Kindergarten
for All Students
The State has been phasing in funding
for all-day Kindergarten over the past
several years. This year we are pleased
to announce that next school year we
will offer all-day kindergarten at no cost
to families for all students at all of our
elementary schools.
LRE kindergarteners have a blast observing the
behavior and identifying the body parts of Night
Crawlers and Red Wigglers.

Inside
4 – The Makerspace Movement

Each issue of Open Line includes an update of
the facilities improvements made possible by
the passage of the Bond in 2014.

Peter G. Schmidt Elementary
The new school is under construction and
will be completed in time for the start of the
2016-17 school year. We are very excited about
this major project that was delayed for many
Tumwater School District No. 33
621 Linwood Ave. SW
Tumwater, WA 98512-8499

years due to the recession. It is now nearing
completion for the benefit of students, staff
and the entire community!

Special Event: Farewell to the old
Peter G. Schmidt Elementary!
The community is invited to join us to share
memories and take a final tour of the old
Peter G. Schmidt Elementary Continued on page 2…
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East Olympia Elementary:
Modernization 2016-17
This school was built in 1989. Classrooms will
be renovated. Heating ventilation and control
systems will be replaced.

Tumwater High School:
New Weight Room, Science Wing
and Building ‘B’ remodel.
This spring the new weight room opened for
student use. The science wing and building ‘B’
remodeling projects will be completed over the
summer and be ready for the start of school
in the fall.
THS students progress towards their strength and conditioning goals in the new weight room.

Bond Dollars at Work continued from page 1…
facility before it is taken down soon after
school ends in June.

Littlerock Elementary:
Special Groundbreaking Event

The Farewell is Monday, May 16, 2016
from 3:30-5:30 p.m. Meet in the
cafeteria for opening remarks, sharing,
displays, and a slide show. Tours of
selected rooms at the old facility will run
periodically throughout the event. We
hope to reconnect with friends while we
recognize this milestone. Next fall, a
public celebration of the opening of the
new school will be planned for October,
2016. Look for an update about this event
in the August Open Line. The District
website will have the most up-to-date
information for both events.

Groundbreaking for the new Littlerock
Elementary School is Thursday, June 2nd
at 10:00 a.m. at the school.
The new school will be completed in time for
the start of the 2017-18 school year.

Bush and Tumwater Middle School:
Additions and Renovations
Construction will begin this summer at both
sites. Each school will have a new classroom
building, auxiliary gym and music room, and
an expanded library and site renovations for
the planned move of 6th grade to the middle
schools starting the fall of 2017.

Safety and Security Upgrades
New cameras, phone systems, door locking
systems and other security features are being
added throughout the District. This year Black
Hills High School received a new networkbased security camera system. The same will
be installed at Tumwater High School over the
summer. The new schools and those that are
being significantly remodeled are incorporating
these new safety and security features in
their design.

New Technology
Chromebook computers continue to be added
to classrooms, with 2,809 purchased this year.
Two hundred and forty new computers were
purchased for eight high school Career and
Technical Education labs. Two technology
teachers – one for the elementary level and one
for the secondary level – were hired to support
teachers’ use of technology in the classroom.

MTS 4th
graders use
hands-on math
manipulatives
to help
build their
understanding
of equivalent
fractions.

Plan, budget,
build, redesign.
BMS STEM
student teams
make a device
which will safely
shuttle a payload
across a ravine.
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In Walk-to-Read, EOE teacher Kerri Reed prepares a 1st grader for his advance to a new
reading group.

Superintendent
continued from page 1…

public events planned for our project
sites described in this edition.
The spring season brings with it many
activities which mark the conclusion
of another school year and planning
for the school year to come. In
addition to spring athletics, concerts,
plays, graduation ceremonies, and
other end-of-year events, our staff
has been planning for summer school
programs, registering new students
for the fall, and finalizing new plans
for our instructional programs in the
coming year. Ongoing safety planning
continues to be a focus of our work,
with more security upgrades to our
facilities planned for this summer and
staff training at each school provided
this year by School Resource Officer
Chuck Liska, from the Tumwater
Police Department.
The District’s five-year strategic plan
expires this year and we look forward
to engaging the community in the
development of the new plan as the
School Board begins this process.
This plan guides our work across the
District as we seek to fulfill our
mission to provide for “continuous
student learning in a caring, engaging
environment.” More information
about the process will be posted to the
District’s website soon.
In addition to this publication, Kim
Howard, Coordinator of Community
Relations and Communications, works
hard to keep the community informed
of upcoming events, current issues,
and noteworthy news from across
the District and community using
our District website: www.tumwater.
k12.wa.us as well as monthly email
updates to anyone interested in joining
our “Friends of Tumwater School
District” at: www.tumwater.k12.wa.us/
Page/3017. We welcome questions and
input by calling us at 360-709-7000 or
emailing kim.howard@tumwater.k12.
wa.us.
Have a wonderful spring!
— John Bash, TSD Superintendent

Lunchtime fun with friends at LRE!

Iodine? Starch? Glucose? In a lab concerning
carbohydrates, TMS 7th grade scientists observe which
substance passes through a model cell membrane.

THE librarian Mandy Brooke winds up a library lesson by reading several Jack folk tales to 3rd graders.

“Brigham Young and the Mormon Trail.” A
4th grader in the District Hi-Cap Program at
BLE gives her Google Slides presentation on
one instance of Westward Expansion.

Flick the divisor spinner and toss the dividend die. PGS
teacher Steve Rees offers math advice as his 5th graders
compete to arrange a 3-digit dividend they think will have
the lowest remainder – then prove it.

BHHS Spanish III students brainstorm a “telenovela” script
and demonstrate their mastery of grammar and vocabulary.

Secondary Options students create bright
crayon resist designs used for collaborative
paper mosaics.
www.Tumwater.K12.wa.us — 3

The Makerspace Movement:

Redefining the Library, the Librarian, and the Vision for STEAM Education
By Laurie Harris, TMS Teacher-Librarian (with a few additions by Roz Thompson, Supervisor of Instructional Frameworks)

Gravity, motion, cliffhangers and dead ends. In the TMS
library, students explore hands-on Perplexus 3-D mazes.

Not too long ago the library functioned as a
place where research and recreational literacy
went hand-in-hand with card catalogs, Dewey
Decimal systems, and “shushing” librarians.
The plentiful reference sections with their
rows of neatly displayed titles were ready for
those who needed immediate information for
that last-minute assignment or project. The
countertops above columns of fiction and
non-fiction, displaying newly acquired titles
and common interests, attracted visitors
looking for something to fill their available
time. These spaces were useful, but they only
appealed to a specific crowd. Little did we
anticipate the movement that would begin to
take place within the last few years that would
expand the possibilities and functions of the
traditional library space.
The library has transformed into so much
more than what its name implies. Librarians,
teachers, and technology leaders are realizing
that with the push for STEAM education
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Art,
and Math), libraries are becoming the ideal
environment to house interactive activities
that encourage research, critical thinking,
creativity, and at the heart of it all–fun! Such
spaces have thus been renamed to effectively
encapsulate these new ideas: enter the
“Makerspace.”
Many of our Tumwater school libraries have
added “Makerspaces.” Tumwater Middle
School teacher-librarian Laurie Harris
offers activities that capture a variety of
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interests. From Perplexus balls, Legos,
Wedgits, Magformers, book arts, Makey
Makey, Snapcircuits, and more, students can
actively engage in activities that broaden
perspectives, encourage teamwork and
problem solving, and promote learning —
all while having fun.

At Black Hills High School, students work
with teacher-librarian Deb Nickerson to
do some block printing where students
can learn about repeating patterns. Soon
students will have the opportunity to cover
switch plates with a variety of items and
then seal them with strong, clear glue.

Kevan Hagen, teacher-librarian at
Bush Middle School, is also trying out a
Makerspace area with Legos, puzzles and
other creative activities.

As librarians work with content area
teachers and expand their programs to
provide learning that extends beyond
the classroom, there really is no limit to
what our students can achieve. It is the
Makerspace vision to provide opportunities
for all kinds of learners to develop real life
skills and connections that build upon what
they are learning in the classroom. Libraries
are extensions of the classrooms. They
are open to all students for all manner of
research, education, and creative exploits.
Visit our libraries and see for yourself the
ways in which our students are utilizing
these reinvented spaces!

Tumwater High School teacher-librarian
Stacy Udo is beginning to incorporate the
Makerspace model into her library. She has
set up a card-making and paper crafting
station. Students are provided a wide variety
of papers, stickers, stamps, etc. to use in
their creativity. Students come in throughout
the day and make use of this station,
especially during FLEX time. The next step
will be to bring in manipulatives
for building.

TMS 7/8th grade math students measure circular
objects to explore the ratio between diameter and
circumference with paraeducator Eva Stauffer.

Diorama, display board, poster, puppet show. MTS
4th graders creatively exhibit their knowledge of the
Pacific Salmon.

BMS teacher-librarian Kevan Hagen helps 7th grade
language arts students pinpoint scientific principles
in their Science Fair questions to use for a key-word
search of World Book Online.

The Stoughton Norwegian Dancers, a high school
group from Wisconsin, gave a few lucky PGS students
a quick lesson during their performance at the
school in March.

Teacher Lisa
Pearson
conducts
the BMS
7th/8th grade
orchestra in a
performance
of “Hopak”
and “Colorado
Suite” at
the CWMEA
Middle School
Orchestra
Festival.

THE teacher Corey Nunlist
checks answers and keeps
score in a friendly fraction
competition where 5th grade
math partners race to find the
least common factor.
Throwing, tossing, sliding.
PGS 2nd graders build handeye coordination as teams
compete to land the most
bean bags on a target.

EOE 4th graders coach their classmates on strategies
to solve area and perimeter math problems about
simple and complex geometric shapes.

LRE students shine at the dress rehearsal for Littlerock Little BLE 6th graders practice using the EasyBib app to create
Theater’s production of “The Velveteen Rabbit.”
citations and bibliographies that correctly credit sources
used in essays or reports. Librarian Nancy Price advises.

“Stuff the Bus” School Supply Collection Event
Date: Saturday, August 13, 2016 Time: 10:00 a.m. –
Where: Tumwater Fred Meyer parking lot

3:00 p.m.

Our students and schools appreciate this annual school supply drive!
Lists of the school supplies needed most for the fall are provided on the
Tumwater School District website and at the event. If you wish to donate, give your bag
or box of supplies to volunteers who will load them onto the school bus. After the event,
backpacks are filled with supplies and then made available to families at each Tumwater
school the week before school starts. This event is organized by Public School Employees
and Tumwater School District. Students, staff, community organizations and businesses
provide generous support for this event. Thank you, one and all!

THS Alumni Charity Golf Tournament
Date:

Saturday, June 25th

Where: Tumwater Valley Golf Course

Proceeds benefit Tumwater High School Alumni Scholarship Fund. This year up to three
$1,000 scholarships will be awarded to deserving graduating seniors. To register, or for
more details, go to the association website at http://tumwaterhighalumni.com
THSAA serves to promote alumni connectivity, have fun, and give back to THS.

Tumwater Kiwanis 10th
Annual “Day of Champions”
Date: Thursday, May 26, 2016
Time: Opening Ceremonies at 10:00 a.m.
Where: Tumwater Stadium, 700 Israel Rd. SW
The community looks forward each year to
this unique event that provides students with
disabilities the opportunity to participate in noncompetitive, highly modified track and field activities.
Approximately 550 students (from all eight school
districts in Thurston County and from Shelton
School District) will participate in 14 different events.
Hosted by the Tumwater Kiwanis Club, this event is
also supported by many students, staff, community
organizations, business partners and volunteers.
The public is encouraged to attend to cheer on the
athletes from the stands. Come see all of the special
efforts, smiles and fun! The event is free. Barbecue
lunch is available for $3.00. T-shirts are $10.00.
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Among the contributors to this story are seniors (top
row, l to r) Cole Tobin, Brycen Moltman (bottom row)
Sebastian Kerson, Nate Wertjes, Kelcie River, Jaycee
Day, Morgan Fiscus and Jordan March.
Photo by Tami Collins

programs that are available to students. More
importantly, they describe appreciation for our
wonderful staff and illustrate how staff and
student relationships are the foundation of
successful learning experiences.

What are your plans after high school?

Perspectives from the Class of 2016
By Laurie Wiedenmeyer

In June, our high schools will send
approximately 551 students across the
celebratory stage during graduation
ceremonies: 40 from Secondary Options,
210 from Black Hills High School, and 301
from Tumwater High School.

Senior Class Mottos
Black Hills High School: “Doin’ it R16ht!”
Secondary Options: “Misfits being friends.”
Tumwater High School: “The future belongs to
those who believe in the beauty of their dreams.”
– Eleanor Roosevelt
To help us learn more about this class
we asked several seniors to answer a few
questions.

What was your favorite high
school class?
Heather from Tumwater High picked her
Zero-Hour Jazz Band with Mr. Klinzman.
“Although it was challenging to make it to
school by 6:40 a.m. each day, it was worth it to
get to play jazz early in the morning and start
my day off right.”

“Mr. Roswell made Algebra 1 fun and made
everyone feel accepted,” shared Cole from
Black Hills.
Secondary Options student Brycen found his
niche, and his future career, in his Auto Class.
“By far my favorite class has been Architecture
with Mr. Click, which I took for three consecutive
years. Not only did it challenge me creatively, but
I was blessed to have formed a relationship with
Mr. Click, who has been an incredible mentor
and an endless source of wisdom,” shared Nate
from Tumwater High.
Calli from Black Hills chose her Physics class
with teacher Matt Bell as her favorite. She
shared that he uses humor, is supportive and
helpful. She said there was never a bad day
in his class.
Secondary Options student Morgan shared,
“Transitions class was my favorite because we
weren’t friends when we started the class, some
of us didn’t even know each other. As the year
went on, we all became best friends – like we
were family.”
These responses illustrate the variety of

High School Students Give Back
High School leadership students increasingly go beyond the walls
of their schools in support of younger students in the District. One
example was on March 2nd when four Leadership students from
Black Hills High School led a recognition assembly at one of its feeder
schools, Tumwater Hill Elementary. The students explained what their
school motto, PACK (Pride, Academics, Character and Kindness) means
to them as high school students and also how the elementary students
can apply these concepts in their own lives. They also brought along
their mascot, Rufio, who led school cheers and assisted with the
recognition awards. THE students obviously enjoyed their visitors and
it was also a good leadership experience for the high school students.
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BHHS
Leadership
students
look on
as Rufio,
their school
mascot,
shakes paws
with THE
students.

After graduation, Morgan from Secondary
Options will become a Falconer’s Apprentice and
start her career working with animals.
Tumwater High student Jaycee will attend
Pierce College through the American Honors
program, and work towards an Engineering
Management degree.
Brycen from Secondary Options will become a
Diesel Technician.
Nate from Tumwater High will pursue a
Business degree at John Brown University.
Digipen Institute is the destination for Laik from
Black Hills High School.
Heather from Tumwater High will attend
Central Washington University with the dream of
coming back to Olympia to be a Band Director.
Black Hills High student Joshua will be moving
to Oregon to work for Aggregate Resource
Industries.
The District’s high quality education programs
enable students to take advantage of the
diverse options available today. Whether
they leave high school with college or career
aspirations, they are well prepared and ready to
face their futures.

What is one important lesson from
your high school experience?
“Find yourself and be it,” shared Morgan of
Secondary Options.

Molly of Black Hills High said, “Don’t sweat
the small stuff. High school seems like the most
important thing right now, but there is a
whole other world waiting for you beyond it.
Make reaching it your goal. Also, be kind.
Help others and try to make the world a
better place.”

During Writers Workshop with
teacher Linda Parker, THE 2nd
graders write and publish pieces
based on their personal interests.

In a seminar facilitated by teacher Jennifer Street and librarian Stacy Udo, THS
Sophomore English students discuss how themes in Farenheit 451 relate to FOMO
(Fear Of Missing Out) and the use of social media/technology in daily life.

Tumwater High’s Jaycee reflected, “It’s
important to become part of something in high
school. I was encouraged by my science teacher
to look into Renaissance, which is kind of like
Leadership, and now I have been in the program
for three years. You never know the realm of
talents and interests until you try.”
Whether it’s joining the work force, the Armed
Forces, going to two- or four-year college, or
making other plans, we wish all of our seniors
the very best in the future. Congratulations on
completing your high school career!

Fifth and 6th grade teams “playoff” to determine if they
will be among the Final Four to compete at the BLE Battle
of the Books.

Graduation schedule
• Tumwater High School – June 9th,
7:00 p.m. at Saint Martin’s Pavilion
(ticket required)
• Black Hills High School – June 10th,
7:00 p.m. at Saint Martin’s Pavilion
(ticket required)
• Secondary Options – June 13th,
7:00 p.m. at Black Hills High School
Performing Arts Center

During PACK time at BHHS, biology
teacher Tom St. Clair reviews a
student’s osmosis lab write-up on
a classroom Chromebook.

Preparing for a Socratic discussion on
Civil Rights with teacher Tammy Baker,
BMS 8th grade Honors English students
analyze speeches including Martin
Luther King, Jr.’s I Have a Dream.

I “heart” you Mom… Dad… Mr. Arend. PGS kindergartners
write and color their Valentine’s Day notes.

Does “raining frogs and toads” mean the
same thing as “raining cats and dogs”?
MTS 3rd graders read and discuss passages
about historical weird rain events.

In a 1st grade Balance and Motion unit, THE teacher
Ashley Dunkin facilitates an exploration of force,
motion and gravity which ends in rolling a marble
down various runway configurations.

Do students benefit from longer recesses?
EOE 3rd graders research facts and combine
personal opinions and experiences to write
persuasive essays on classroom Chromebooks.

TMS 7th grade math teams explore
the conditions necessary to construct
triangles to gain an understanding of
the triangle inequality theorem.

BHHS Choir Director Kathleen Alviar lays down her conductor’s baton to accompany the Chamber Choir as they sing “Carol of
the Field Mice” at the Celebration of Winter Concert.
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THS shoots in a varsity game against BHHS.

BHHS scores on a rebound in a varsity basketball game with THS.

High School Winter, 2015-16 Athletics Re-Cap
Congratulations to all of our athletes

was recognized as conference player of the year.

BHHS and THS varsity wrestlers battle over points.

Vogt – Coach of the Year; participated in
Districts.

and teams for a very successful winter
season!

Girls Bowling: 1st in Narrows League; 4th in
Districts; Kim Perry (junior) placed 21st in State.

Boys Basketball: 1st in EVCO; Coach
Thomas Rowswell – Coach of the Year;
1st in Districts; 5th in State.

Black Hills High School

Cheer: 3rd at State

Girls Bowling: 5th in Narrows League.

Girls Basketball: 1st in EVCO; 1st in
Districts; 6th at State; Emma Duff was
recognized as most valuable player in the
league.

Dance Team: 1st at Districts in Kick; 4th in
State in Kick; 6th in State in Hip Hop; competed
at State with an all-freshman team!

Wrestling: 2nd in EVCO; 2nd in Regionals;
12th in State.

Boys Basketball: 2nd in EVCO;
5th in Districts; TJ Mickelson (junior)

Tumwater High School

Dance Team: 1st in State for dance;
1st in State for Pom; 2nd in State for Hip Hop.

No Cost Sports Physicals
for TSD Students

Girls Basketball: 4th in EVCO; Coach Alyssa

Cheer: MacKensie Slaby and Hailey Gedney –
WSCCA All State Cheer Team

See TSD Students in Action

Date: Tuesday, August 2nd
Time: 5:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
Where: TMS, 6335 Littlerock Rd. SW

After a highly successful event that
served over 200 students last year, we are
offering no cost sports physicals for TSD
students again.

Back to Basics: No Cost
School Immunizations
Date: Tuesday, August 23rd
Time: 5:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
Where: MTS, 1205 South 2nd Ave.

Please watch for details about both of
these events prior to the end of the school
year. Questions? Contact Together!
Community Schools Manager Jennifer
Gould at (360) 493-2230, ext. 22.

THS theater students sink their teeth into
the dark and zany Arsenic and Old Lace.

BHHS students sing and dance about identity, friendship and love
in the rock-n-roll musical production of Grease.

Want to be inspired and entertained?

Under the guidance of our talented and dedicated staff, our
students grow and thrive by getting involved in many activities that the community is invited to
attend. Come see our students perform at concerts, plays and on the playing field. For the most
up-to-date information about music, go to the home page of the District website and look for the
“Quick Link” to the District Music Calendar. There are many concerts in May and June. For plays,
check the “Headline Items” on the home page of the District site. For sports information, go to the
school website for the team you would like to follow and then click on “athletics.” We hope that
you enjoy watching our students learn and grow as much as we do!

Open Line provides school and education information to all the residents of Tumwater School District. For more information about the District, please call the TSD Administration Office at (360) 709-7000.
Our Schools: Black Hills High School (BHHS), Tumwater High School (THS), Bush Middle School (BMS), Secondary Options (SO), Tumwater Middle School (TMS), Black Lake Elementary School (BLE), East Olympia Elementary School (EOE), Littlerock Elementary
School (LRE), Michael T. Simmons Elementary School (MTS), Peter G. Schmidt Elementary School (PGS) and Tumwater Hill Elementary School (THE).
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de supuesta discriminación: Kim Howard, 621 Linwood Ave. SW, Tumwater, WA 98512 – (360) 709-7000.
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