
Communications to Families:  SchoolMessenger System 
The District uses SchoolMessenger to very quickly place a phone call and/or email to all families and staff. If there is an 
issue that will impact the start of the school day, we will send a robo-call to all families at around 6 a.m. In order for this 
system to work best, please keep your contact information up-to-date. You can see how to update your information by 
clicking on the "Setting Your Preferences" link on the left. If you have any problems updating your information, you can 
contact your child's school. 

Communication to Media:  FlashAlert.net 

Our regional emergency communications system is FlashAlert.net  We contact this service as soon as the decision is 
made at around 5:30 a.m. Below is the list of television and radio stations that receives and posts our FlashAlert messag-
es.  The message is also available on their website, www.flashalert.net. You can also sign up to receive a notification 
from Flash Alert by visiting their website 

Other Communication Options

 

A.C.T. Days are Impacted by Late Start 
If weather causes a late start on a Friday A.C.T. day, students will be released at the regularly scheduled time.  There will 
be no early release for teacher collaboration.  

How are Decisions Made? 
When weather events happen, there are always questions about the process for making decisions to delay or close 
schools. 
Here are typical steps that are followed. 
3:00-5:00 AM:  The Transportation Supervisor drives bus routes to determine road conditions.  He also checks local, state 
and regional weather forecast information. 
5:15 AM:  The Transportation Supervisor makes recommendations to the Superintendent relative to school closure or late 
start.  The Superintendent may check forecasts and consult with other local school district leaders before making the final 
decision by 5:45 AM, when he contacts staff to alert the media 

Snow Routes 

During the winter months, school buses may have to use alternate routes due to poor road conditions. 

Beginning about 5:30 a.m., a message will also be on our district emergency phone line, 360-709-7999 as well as our 
district website.  
We also use Twitter and Facebook to send out a brief message.  
   Twitter:  @TumwaterSDNews 
   Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/TumwaterSD/ 

AM Radio Stations FM Radio Station TV Stations 

KMAS  1030 KRXY  94.5 KING Ch. 5/KONG CH. 6 

KGY  1240 KXXO  96.1 KIRO Ch. 7 

 KAYO  96.9 KOMO Ch. 4 

 KMAS  103.3 KCPQ Ch. 13 


