
Welcome to an exciting year 

in the fifth grade.  Your sons 

and daughters are embarking 

on a unique year as elemen-

tary students.  As fifth  grad-

ers they will  be called upon 

to be examples of citizen-

ship and leadership.  They 

will also continue to experi-

ence the joys and frustrations 

of maturing young people.   

It is our job as parents and 

teacher  help make this ex-

perience  as rewarding as pos-

sible.   

In order to enhance your 

child’s education, I hope we 

can maintain an open line of 

communication between par-

ents and teacher.   I will at-

tempt to keep you informed 

of current events in the class-

room through e-mail or 

newsletter .  However, if the 

need arises, please feel free to 

contact me by phone message 

or in person regarding  any 

joys, comments, or concerns 

you may have. 

The following is a collection 

of thoughts on a number of 

topics relating to our class 

and the beginning of the year.    

Please read these over with 

your child.  If you have any 

questions, please ask. 

I am looking forward to ex-

citing and positive year. 

 

Mr. Gedde        

Students are generally given 

ample time to finish assign-

ments in class.  If they do not 

complete their work at school 

it is the student’s responsi-

bility to take the work home 

to finish and turn in the fol-

lowing day. 

Organization is the key to 

success.  All students are ex-

pected to use the daily plan-

ner they have been provided 

and keep uncorrected work in 

an organized manner either in 

their binders, folders or ex-

panding organizers.   

As a parent of three grown  

children, I appreciated seeing 

my children’s work in pro-

gress, especially prior to 

handing  an assignment or 

project in for grading.  Your 

child should consistently 

bring home his/her  com-

pleted planner with that 

days work close at hand 

allowing you a quick re-

view of what was assigned, 

finished, and what has yet 

to be completed.  
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Goals: 

It is my goal that 
Black Lake fifth grad-
ers move positively 
towards building a 
quality academic 
foundation, experi-
encing  success,  be-
coming  responsible, 
and displaying posi-

tive self esteem. 

  

September  

Philosophy: 

The students are pro-

vided numerous oppor-

tunities to accept and 

demonstrate responsi-

bility.  They are held 

accountable for their 

actions and are encour-

aged to cooperate with 

and be considerate of 

others. 

PAWS 

The rules of Rm. 15 are 

the same as Black Lake’s 

building rules.  Any class-

room behavior or expec-

tation can fit in the fol-

lowing four guidelines: 

Personal best 

Act responsibly 

Work cooperatively 

Show respect 

Carpe Diem 

 
(Seize the day.) 

 

Fired Up  

for  

Fifth Grade 



If your child has problems with 

a concept that keep him/her 

from completing assigned work, 

please write me a quick note or 

e-mail me.  I will be happy to 

work one on one with him/her 

and extend the amount of time 

given.   

Being responsible is an impor-

tant key to success. All students 

are expected to stay as organ-

ized as possible and have work 

completed on time.    

I use the white boards in the 

front of the room and the inter-

net to post daily assigned work.  

If your child is absent he/she 

can check the daily log board 

or internet for the specific as-

signments missed.  The student 

should then check to make sure 

he/she received the necessary 

handouts or materials if the 

work is not found in his/her 

texts.  A reasonable amount of 

time will be given for that work 

to be completed and turned in.  

Timelines will be easily worked 

out based on individual circum-

stances.   

If a child is absent early in the 

week,  it is reasonable to expect 

missed work completed by that 

Friday.  If he/she is absent late 

in the week, work should be 

turned in on the following 

Monday. 

Assignments continued- 

ter grades are no longer  letter 

grades, the scores of 4-1 will be 

used as a measure to show the 

continuum from Exceeds 

Grade Level Standard to Be-

low Grade Level Standard. 

 Score printouts will be pro-

vided a number of times during 

the grading period and anytime 

at parent request. ( Allow 24 

hours for a request to be filled.  

A quick e-mail  or phone call is 

the most reliable way to make a 

request.  I have found that  

students aren’t the most reliable 

for the quick requests.) 

I have taught for 30 years using 

the old A,B,C,D,F system.  For 

many of us, parents and teach-

ers, this way of grading is new.  

In the end I trust that we will 

be confident that we will have 

more than enough information 

to track your child’s progress, 

praise the growth and make 

changes where they are needed. 

I use the computer for my 

gradebook.  However, Tumwa-

ter School District has been in a 

transition into Standards Based 

Grading.  There are of number 

of district publications that ex-

plain the philosophy and proc-

ess in a more thorough manner. 

Daily assignments and tests are 

extremely important in the de-

velopment of  the skills neces-

sary to achieve the grade level 

standards.  Although the semes-

Standards Based Grading 

Contacts: 

Phone: 

360.709.7385 

Websites: 

Www.blacklakeschool.com  

Email: 

pete.gedde@tumwater.k12.wa.us 

 

 

Knowledge 

is  

Power! 


