
Amistad Essay Assignment 

After viewing the film, Amistad, you will be writing a five-paragraph essay about the importance of faith, 

family, and freedom.  Faith, family, and freedom were all critical elements that enabled Cinque and his friends 

to survive this horrible ordeal and return to their home, Sierra Leone. 

Use the following introductory paragraph for your essay: 

     The African slave trade was a de-humanizing, horrific practice that continues to haunt us to 

this day.  Over a period of several hundred years, more than 12 million Africans were 

kidnapped, sold into slavery, and traveled the Middle Passage to the Americas.  The movie, 

Amistad, which is based upon a true story, takes a close look at the practice of slavery and the 

moral questions surrounding it.  From the opening scene of the slave ship insurrection to the 

Mende’s journey home, three themes emerge:  faith, family, and freedom.  These three themes 

play an important role in the lives of Cinque and his people.  Faith, family, and the desire for 

freedom ultimately give Cinque and his people the strength to survive this horrific ordeal and 

return to their homeland. 

Your job is to complete this essay. 

Paragraph 2 – I want you to write about two scenes from the movie that show the importance that faith 

played in the lives of Cinque and his people.  Be specific.  Tell me how the scenes demonstrate the importance 

of faith. 

Paragraph 3 – I want you to write about two scenes from the movie that show the importance that family 

played in the lives of Cinque and his people.  Be specific. Tell me how the scenes demonstrate the importance 

of family. 

Paragraph 4 – I want you to write about two scenes from the film that shows the importance of freedom in 

the lives of Cinque and his people.  Be specific.  Tell me how the scenes demonstrate the importance of 

freedom to them as human beings. 

Final paragraph – Conclusion = Summarize your arguments about how important faith, family, and freedom 

were in helping Cinque and the others to survive this ordeal and return to their homes in Africa. 

 

*Your essay must be typed, double-spaced with one inch margins.  It must be on 8.5 x 11 inch paper with 12 pt 

font. 

**Do not forget about spelling, punctuation, transitions, and proper rules of grammar. 

***See the back of this sheet for the grading rubric that will be used to evaluate your essay. 

 

--OVER-- 



Amistad Essay Grading Criteria 

 

_____/10 points = Paragraph 2:  You describe (in detail) two scenes that show the importance 

of “faith” to those who survived this ordeal.  Additionally, you explain thoroughly how these 

two scenes illustrate the importance of faith. 

 

 

_____/10 points = Paragraph 3:  You describe (in detail) two scenes that show the importance 

of “family” to those who survived this ordeal.  Additionally, you explain thoroughly how these 

two scenes illustrate the importance of family.  

 

 

_____/10 points = Paragraph 4:  You describe (in detail) two scenes that show the importance 

of the desire for “freedom” to those who survived this ordeal.  Additionally, you explain 

thoroughly how these two scenes illustrate the importance of their desire for “freedom.” 

 

 

_____/10 points = Conclusion:  You finish off your essay with a strong conclusion that 

summarizes the main points of your essay.   

 

 

_____/10 points = Overall, grammar, punctuation, spelling, and capitalization were excellent 

with few, if any, errors.  Additionally, your essay was well-organized and easy to follow.  You 

had nice smooth transitions from paragraph to paragraph. 

 

Total points = _____/50 points 


