
November 9, 2017 BMS Confederate Flag Incident 

Frequently Asked Questions 

On Thursday, November 9, 2017, Bush Middle School hosted a school assembly to honor veterans as 
part of this annual U.S holiday.  The inclusion of a confederate flag at this assembly resulted in several 
reactions from a variety of internal and external stakeholders as well as local and regional media. In 
response to this, the district released the following statement that afternoon: 

Today many of our schools hosted Veterans Day assemblies to honor those who have served our 
country.  

Part of the assembly held at Bush Middle School included their student leadership class 
presenting a chronological American history displaying 14 different flags from 1775 to the 
present.   

Among the flags displayed was a confederate flag and one of the two students holding the flag 
was a student of color. This leadership student was not assigned to this specific flag, but the 
student holders got out of order during the program. Nevertheless, the presence of the flag itself 
in this program failed to honor our commitment to ensure a safe, respectful, and culturally 
sensitive school environment at all times. We extend our sincere apology to this student, her 
family, and all others offended by this incident. We will work with our staff to ensure this and 
other programs are carefully planned to ensure an inclusive school environment. 

 

The district has received a number of inquiries and input from stakeholders regarding this incident as 
well as the district’s statement. This frequently asked questions resource has been developed to 
respond to several themes in these inquiries. 

Why was a Confederate Flag allowed to be displayed in a Veteran’s Day Assembly? 

Our investigation determined that the series of 14 flags presented at the BMS assembly by the student 
leadership class were intended to correspond to a period in history from 1775 to the present.  These 
flags were each presented as a script was read.  The script for the confederate flag provided information 
regarding how and where it was displayed from 1861-1865 and the different names used for the flag 
during that period.  The script also included the following statement: 

“Although many find some of the ideals represented by this flag as offensive, the soldiers who fought in 
the Civil War for the Confederacy are still American veterans and should be honored and respected as 
such.”   

This statement included opinions contradicting the district’s position on this matter and should not have 
been part of the program.  Inclusion of this flag in the assembly was understood by staff involved to be a 
historically accurate inclusion of a group of veterans to be honored.  Confederate soldiers are not 
designated as U.S. Veterans by our federal government.  While some dispute this fact, the district finds 
no evidence that this group has ever been explicitly designated as such by our government or for 
purposes of Veterans Day observances.  The Daily Olympian published an editorial on November 17th 
affirming this fact along with related information which can be found at this web 
link:  http://www.theolympian.com/opinion/editorials/article184987738.html 

http://www.theolympian.com/opinion/editorials/article184987738.html


Inclusion of the confederate flag in a U.S. Veterans Day celebration detracts from the purpose of the 
event, which is to honor federally recognized Veterans who served on behalf of the United States of 
America.  

Our follow-up with staff regarding this matter will include the development of pre-approval protocols 
for assembly content to ensure both accuracy and appropriate cultural sensitivity moving forward.   

Do Tumwater students learn about the Civil War? 

Some stakeholders have expressed concern that we are ignoring part of Civil War history by excluding 
the confederate flag from Veterans Day celebrations. In the classroom setting, our curriculum does 
address the detailed history of the Civil War and also helps students develop critical thinking skills 
regarding a range of controversial issues in our society, including controversial symbols like the 
confederate flag.  Our instructional program is designed to ensure students develop their own informed 
opinions regarding this history and these issues.  Classroom lessons include instruction regarding events 
leading up to the civil war as well as the opposing beliefs and opinions at the center of this conflict.   

In recent years, events across our nation have raised awareness, debate, fear and tension focused on 
symbols of the confederacy in public places, what these symbols represent historically, and how they 
are viewed in our society today.  Because confederate symbols represent hate, racial injustice, 
segregation, slavery, and oppression for many students and families, celebrating or honoring this flag in 
a U.S. Veterans Day Assembly, where our students are required to be in attendance, is an act of 
insensitivity toward these individuals.   

What steps is the district taking to ensure greater cultural sensitivity moving forward? 

In August of this year, school and district leaders began a professional development program focused on 
developing our cultural competence. The district is working with Cultures Connecting, an organization 
specializing in training for schools, businesses and other organizations interested in developing capacity 
to enter into conversations about race, culture, and social justice. This training included a keynote 
address to Tumwater staff in late August by Dr. Caprice Hollins from Cultures Connecting. This was just 
the beginning of an ongoing professional development plan in Tumwater focused on the goal of 
understanding and honoring diversity by exploring our socialization around differences. Dr. Hollins will 
continue her work with our staff throughout this school year and beyond. 

We will also be providing guidance to our instructional staff regarding inclusive approaches to 
addressing these issues with students in the classroom setting. 

The district is currently exploring additional resources and strategies to guide further engagement of 
students, parents, staff and community addressing this matter and more details will be announced by 
the district as decisions are made regarding these initiatives. 

 

As a district, we reiterate our apology for the inclusion of the confederate flag in a ceremony that was 
intended to honor our United States Veterans. The emotions it stirred overshadowed the true purpose 
of the event. We understand that trust with some of our community has been lost. Our goal is to re-
build that trust as we move forward and learn from this incident. As Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., said, 
“The end is reconciliation; the end is redemption; the end is the creation of the beloved community. It is 
this type of spirit and this type of love that can transform opponents into friends … it is this love which 
will bring about miracles in the hearts of men.”  


