
February 15, 2018 
 
Dear Tumwater School District Parent/Guardian, 
 
In the news yesterday, we heard of yet another tragic event on a school campus. I want to 
extend my deepest sympathies to the families, friends, and education community in Florida that 
are impacted by yesterday’s shooting. I saw a headline that said this is the 18th school shooting 
this year … not this school year, but this calendar year. How do we respond to news like this?  
 
Tumwater School District is committed to the safety of our students and staff. We conduct safety 
drills, including active shooter and other internal threat drills, to ensure that if we were faced with 
such a situation, we could act swiftly in response to such a heinous act. Our local law 
enforcement and first responders are strong partners and have completed extensive training as 
well.  
 
What you can do: 

- Talk to your children:  provide a safe environment for kids to ask questions and openly 
express their worries and concerns. 

- Recognize the warning signs:  even small changes in behavior (moodiness, changes in 
sleep, anti-social behavior, changes in school performance) can give you an early 
warning that something is troubling your child. 

- Know when to intervene: if you see children exhibiting behavior or attitudes that could 
potentially harm themselves or others, talk to their parents or, if it is your child, do 
something to stop it. If you are unable to have those conversations, report these 
behaviors to a school staff member or law enforcement. The same day as the travesty in 
Florida, a brave grandmother in Everett thwarted such an attack on a school that was 
being planned by her grandson.  

- Monitor social media accounts: these should be monitored by parents, friends, even staff 
and any warning signs should be reported. 

- Stay involved: be aware of your child’s school workloads and grades, be informed about 
existing emergency plans and procedures, and get to know their friends. 

 
We are in the planning stages to host a community meeting to discuss school safety. We plan to 
enlist a mental health provider and local law enforcement to discuss how we can help support 
our students and staff in today’s society where this kind of news can add stress to their daily 
school lives.  Hearing of one school shooting is one time too many! 
 
School staff members are available at all of our buildings if your child is feeling anxious, sad, or 
worried about being safe at school. Please contact your school office if you feel your child needs 
some additional support. 
 
Thank you for collaborating with us to make Tumwater schools a safe place for students to 
come and learn every day. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
John Bash 
Superintendent 


