
AP Study Guide 

Chapter 10 = Elections and Voting Behavior 

You should know all the terms from the chapter! 

Key Questions: 

 Explain the different types of elections that exist in the American political system. 

 Be familiar with some of the historic elections highlighted in the book. 

 Discuss the factors that affect a citizen’s choice of whether to vote. 

 Explain how the Electoral College works and what biases it can introduce. 

 Understand how elections affect democracy, public policy, and the scope of government. 

 What was the Motor Voter Act? 

 What was HAVA? (This is in your notes) 

 What is meant by the “mandate theory of elections”? 

 How has the influence of party identification of voting changed since the 1950s? 

 What are the three most important dimensions of a candidate image? 

 What are three conditions necessary for true policy voting to take place? 

 What does retrospective voting mean? 

 

Chapter 11 = Interest Groups 

You should know all the terms from the chapter! 

Key Questions: 

 Review the three theories from the beginning of the year:  pluralism, hyperpluralism, and elite & class theory.  

What does each say about the role of interest groups? 

 List five essential arguments of the group theory of politics. 

 Explain what makes a group successful and why small groups have an advantage over large groups. 

 What is the difference between a potential group and an actual group? 

 What is Olson’s law of large groups? 

 Define the term single-issue group and give an example. 

 List the four general strategies used by interest groups to shape public policy. 

 What are the two basic types of lobbyists? 

 List four important ways lobbyists can help a member of Congress. 

 Why does PAC money go so overwhelmingly to incumbents? 

 What is an amicus curiae brief? 

 What was the main purpose of the Taft-Hartley Act? 

 List three issues that trade and product associations seek when lobbying Capitol Hill. 

 List three items environmental groups have promoted and three items they might oppose. 

 Name two important organizations involved in promoting equality and summarize their goals. 

 What is meant by public interest lobby? 

 How do interest groups affect the scope of government? 

 


