
 

Tumwater Middle and Bush Middle have joined a new Sports League…. 
 

Starting with the 2015-16 school-year, both Tumwater School District Middle Schools will be competing in a 

new sports league. Prior to this year, TMS and BMS competed in the Capital Sports League with Jefferson, 

Marshall, Reeves, Washington, and Griffin. Beginning this school year, both middle schools will be competing 

in the Tri-County Sports League. The schools in this new league include Chehalis, Centralia, Montesano, Elma, 

Hoquiam, and Miller (Aberdeen).  

The decision to change sports leagues was based on several factors: 

 Schools in the Capital League have consistently not had the participation numbers TMS and BMS have 

had. This made it very difficult for TSD middle school athletes to have the benefit of participating in a 

full schedule. In other words, our middle school athletes were not competing in the maximum number 

of contests they could under WIAA guidelines. 

 Due to budget constraints, Capital League schools cannot practice or compete on Fridays which limits 

scheduling opportunities. 

 The four season schedule in Capital League placed Girls’ Soccer in early spring (Feb/Mar) which does 

not create a safe environment for our athletes due to weather and field conditions; Girls’ Soccer will 

now happen in the fall (Sept/Oct). 

 TMS and BMS student athletes were not competing against teams that they will see as high school 

athletes. Capital High School and Olympia High School are not in the same league as Black Hills High 

School and Tumwater High School. Chehalis and Centralia are. 

Although our new middle school league will solve the issues listed above and provide our student athletes with 

more opportunities to participate in middle school athletics, there will be challenges as well: 

 Our students will be traveling farther for competition and will be returning home later than when we 

competed with the Olympia Middle Schools. 

 Final schedules will not be completed until a few days prior to games starting to ensure that all teams 

(Varsity and JV’s) receive a full game schedule. This happens because the league must wait to 

schedule until all schools’ participation numbers are in. 

 Game venues are likely to change during a season due to the larger number of games for schools and 

the competition for space with High School programs. 

Seasons/Sport: 

1) Football, Girls’ Soccer, Co-Ed Cross Country (THS): Aug. – Oct. 22nd 

2) Girls’ Basketball, Wrestling: Oct. 26th – Dec. 17th  

3) Boys’ Basketball: Jan. 4th – Feb. 19th  

4) Girls’ Volleyball: Feb. 22nd – Apr. 14th  

5) Co-Ed Track: Apr. 18th – May 25th  

 

Ultimately, we believe the new league alignment will greatly benefit our student athletes and middle school 

athletic programs. If you have questions or concerns regarding middle school athletics, please contact your 

school’s Athletic Director. 

Tumwater Middle School: Nick Reykdal, 360-709-7500 or email: nick.reykdal@tumwater.k12.wa.us 

Bush Middle School: Shawn Guthrie, 360-709-7400 or email: shawn.guthrie@tumwater.k12.wa.us 

mailto:nick.reykdal@tumwater.k12.wa.us

